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If you’ve ever had the fairytale dream of 
owning a 1920s craftsman house with big old 
windows, a couple of rocking chairs on the 
porch, and, inside, a large “making” studio 
filled with fabrics, paper, craft books, and 
all the little things that make a maker happy, 
Lia Griffith’s house in Portland, Oregon is 
that dream epitomized. As soon as you enter 
through the front door (after saying hello 
to Lia’s ever-so-friendly pooch Enzo), you 
can’t help but notice the many handmade 
touches that dot this warm and inviting 
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Lia Griffith’s Home  
Showcases Her Passion  

for Making
 

Left: The industrial 
chandelier and artwork 
over the sideboard in 
the dining room are just 
two of Lia’s handmade 
pieces. Right: Bright 
paper wreaths, butterfly 
garland, and handmade 
shoppers adorn Lia’s cozy  
office space.
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home. Take, for instance, the dramatic paper 
chandelier in cream and yellow blooms that 
hangs proudly in the entry hall – made by our 
host, of course. It sets the tone for what Lia 
calls “the perfect place from which to write a 
craft blog.” 

Continuing through the entrance hall, paus-
ing of course to take in some of the David 
Thoreau quotes written on the handmade 
chalkboard, the space opens up into a huge 
living, dining, and kitchen area. Cleo the cat, 
eyes us suspiciously from the sofa (possibly 
the comfiest sofa in the world), then, with a 
little nod of approval, settles back down to her 
afternoon nap. “I think this sofa is one of my 
favorite pieces in the house” admits Lia. “I 
knew exactly what I wanted for this room but 
was reluctant to pay the extortionate prices 
the high street was asking. One Sunday I had 

my usual peek on Craigslist, and there it was! 
At one-fifth the price and in fantastic condi-
tion!” This thrifting sensibility is instinctive 
to Lia and has served her well in creating her 
dream home. “I’m always picking up aban-
doned pieces from the side of the road,” she 
laughs; “if I see potential in it, I grab it.” 

Throughout our visit, Lia points to various 
pieces around her home that she has rescued 
and breathed new life into. The industrial-look-
ing chandelier over the dining table? Lia made 
it. The super-cute polka-dot step stool in the 
studio? Lia renovated it. The artwork over the 
dresser? Lia painted it. “All you need is a tin of 
Annie Sloan paint and a little confidence,” she 
confides. “To make your home your own you 
have to infuse it with parts of you, with things 
you create or find or alter. It’s those little, per-
sonal touches that make a home a home.”

01  Enzo the dog 

enjoys the comfort of 

Lia’s French-inspired 

bedroom.
02  A selection of props 

on the shelving unit in 

the studio, including 

Lia’s recently acquired 

milk glass pieces.
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This page:  
Lia’s Craigslist sofa 
sits comfortably in her 
bright and inviting 
living room.
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After passing through the open-plan dining 
area (which on our visit had been turned into 
a makeshift photography studio) we find Lia’s 
personal slice of maker heaven. A 12x14-foot 
space given purely to blogging and making. 
Enzo, satisfied that we’re here to stay a while, 
curls up in his “Lia-made” apple crate bed 
while we turn our attention to the painted 
shelving unit to the right, which is full-to-
bursting with props for Lia’s photo shoots. “I 
recently discovered milk glass and am collect-
ing pieces now for a wedding shoot I’m styling 
in the summer,” she says, pointing out one or 
two pieces from this treasure trove of vintage 
loveliness. “I love watching my collection ebb 
and flow. It’s constantly changing as I move 
pieces around for photo shoots. It always 
interests me.”

In this room too Lia points to various pieces 

she has made or upcycled herself – the pop 
of color in the handpainted rug, the exquisite 
paper wreaths on the wall, the beautifully 
designed clipboards, and the oh-so-useful 
drawer labels.

“My creative process usually starts with a 
need for something,” says Lia. Whether it’s a 
storage solution, a shopping bag, or a side ta-
ble, “if I can’t find exactly what I want, I cre-
ate it.” And then, luckily for us, she shares it 
online at www.liagriffith.com. “I have a passion 
for making and sharing and feel like every-
thing I’ve done before has, thankfully, come to 
this.” In April of last year Lia was faced with 
the hardship of a layoff but rather than allow 
it to hold her back, she took it as the perfect 
opportunity to do what she’d always dreamed 
of doing. “I had to move out of my apartment 
downtown and so I set about finding the  

01  A constantly 

evolving collection 

of glass, porcelain, 
and ceramic pieces 

make up Lia’s props 

treasury.  
02  Lia’s enviable 

washi tape collec-

tion.
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This page: 
Handmade drawer 
labels, an upcycled 
step stool, and a 
daily inspirational 
quote bring personal 
touches to Lia’s 
home studio. 



perfect home from which to write a craft 
blog.” I found this place and was instantly 
taken with the great windows, the open 
spaces, and, of course, the potential. I’m lucky 
that I have a landlord who is open to me put-
ting my own stamp on the place.”

With the support of friends and family, Lia 
launched her blog in March 2013 with the 
aim of writing five posts a week, 100 within 
the first three months, and 200 by December 
2013. “My paper flower posts were really 
popular and so my followers grew quite 
rapidly. Before I knew it I was invited to be 
a part of Martha Stewart’s Circle and was tak-
ing calls from Made in Paper magazine in the 
UK.” Talking of her success, Lia says, “There 
is so much satisfaction in being able to share 
my special gifts with the world and have them 
impact others. I finally feel I am home.”

And so, our morning in this maker para-

dise comes to an end. Enzo wakes to bid us a 
polite farewell, the cat lets us fuss over her for 
a brief moment as we take in another of Lia’s 
stunning paper flower pieces. “We must do 
this again,” suggests Lia as we linger on the 
steps of her sunny porch. Would tomorrow be 
too soon, we wonder…. 
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01  Tissue paper 
poppies made by Lia. 
02  A paper garland of 

yellow and cream 
blooms is repurposed 

into a stunning chande-

lier for the entrance hall.

LIA GRIFFITH
Lia Griffith is the designer, crafter, and blogger 
behind www.liagriffith.com. Though she handcrafts 
with all materials and sources, paper is where Lia 
finds her passion. Lia collaborates with top brands 
including Martha Stewart, Cricut, and Shutterfly. 
Her creations have been featured in Martha Stewart 
Living, West Elm, and Apartment Therapy and 
published in UK’s Made in Paper and Made in Felt 
magazines. Lia’s first book on paper crafting will be 
available this fall.
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