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LOVING visit LOVING visit

Amid the city’s hustle and bustle and high-stakes wheeling and dealing 
live a host of shops that cater to the simple pleasures of handmade

MOLLIE VISITS…

Manhattan
Clockwise from top right: 
Floral fabrics at Pins and 
Needles; industrial NYC 
sign at Hell’s Kitchen Flea; 
reels of delicate trim at 
Tinsel Trading; Pins and 
Needles’ in-store craft 
studio; the busy streets of 
Manhattan.

Words and Photos: EMILY BARNES
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LOVING visit LOVING visit

T
hink of Manhattan and you 
likely have visions of skyscrapers, 
traffic, and luxury goods. 
You probably don’t associate 

the bustling metropolis with handmade 
living. But look a little closer and it’s pretty 
apparent that NYC offers a wealth of craft 
loveliness for folks with a passion for making. 
We explored the city in search of the best 
places for thrifting, stocking up on craft 
supplies, and simply shopping for handmade 
inspiration. 

Beginning on the Upper East Side, just a 
couple of blocks from Central Park, you’ll 
find the first stop on our list of faves, Pins 
and Needles on Lexington Ave. This small 
but beautifully formed craft shop and studio 
offers private sewing classes as well as a 
carefully edited collection of unique, modern 

fabrics, sewing notions, stitching kits, ribbon 
and trim. Better still, it sits above a cute little 
family run cafe serving a yummy selection of 
teas, coffees, and home baked goodies. What 
better way to start your day?

Heading South on Lexington, be sure to 
pop into Tinsel Trading for a unique collec-
tion of vintage threads and trims, a sizable 
assortment amassed over the last 70 years by 
the owner’s grandfather. Further on, tucked 
away in a tiny brick house just off Lexing-
ton Ave, on E 62nd St, is Tender Buttons. 
Opened in 1965, this long and narrow shop 
is decorated with small tables and chairs, a 
tiled floor, and ornate lamps that give it the 
feel of a library rather than a button store. 
Owner Millicent Safro runs the shop with an 
enthusiasm and passion that is infectious. She 
prides herself on her extensive collection of 
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Clockwise from top 
right: Hundreds of 
trimmings on offer 
at M&J Trimming; 
Long Live Vintage at 
the Chelsea Antiques 
Garage; gander the 
glam shoes at Vintage 
Thrift; grab yourself a 
classic camera at the 
Hell’s Kitchen Flea; 
new and vintage rings 
at the Chelsea Antiques 
garage; more from 
M&J Trimming.

01  Vintage treasures 

waiting to be found at 

Hell’s Kitchen Flea.
02  03  Tinsel Trading 

offers a bounty of  

vintage trim and 

colored ribbons.
04  Cute bundles of 

floral fabrics at Purl 

Soho.  
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Emily Barnes 
Emily is a Brit living in Portland, 
Oregon. She’s thoroughly enjoying 
exploring the Pacific Northwest, is a 
keen baker, and loves nothing more 
than an impromptu dance-off with her 
three children. Her home is littered 
with various crafting materials, and she 
wouldn’t have it any other way.  
www.twitter.com/mrsemilybarnes

01  Take a break at  

the Housing Works 

Bookstore Cafe.
02 Colored yarn at 

Purl Soho. 03  Fabric 

samples displayed in 

embroidery hoops at 

Purl Soho.
04  Vintage frocks  

at Amarcord.

buttons, and on the day of our visit insisted 
on showing us the 18th Century Wedgwood 
and Victorian brass picture buttons she has 
framed out back. If you’re looking for some-
thing less “fabulous” you’re sure to find it 
among the floor-to-ceiling drawers of buttons 
running the entire length of the store. 

Continuing South past Grand Central Sta-
tion, you’ll find the city’s largest collection of 
ribbon, buttons, trims, and notions at M&J 
Trimming. The Bridal Salon at the back of the 
store is well worth a visit for anyone plan-
ning their big day. If you’re visiting during the 
weekend, then hopping a few blocks west to the 
Chelsea Antiques Garage, is a must. Part of the 
Hell’s Kitchen Flea Market triad, the Antiques 
Garage can be overwhelming at first but the 
committed thrifter will do well to spend some 
time browsing the stalls for hidden beauties.

From here it’s easy to wander down the 
High Line toward the West Village before 
heading over to the Lion Brand Yarn Studio 
on W 15th St, Vintage Thrift on 3rd Ave, as 
well as the NY Central Art Supply for an im-
pressive collection of paper, paints, and artist 
materials. For pure inspiration, set aside some 
time to visit the Housing Works Bookstore 
Cafe downtown on Crosby Street. Estab-
lished as a popular tourist spot for the last 
decade, this secondhand bookstore is a great 
place to pick up your favorite titles at up to 
50% off the cover price. They have a great 
little craft section featuring both privately 
donated books as well as titles donated from 
publishers, and with a fully stocked cafe at 
the back, this is the perfect spot to feed your 
creative mind while resting tired feet.

Now that you’re downtown you are literally 
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01    Take a stroll along 

the High Line from 

W 30th. 02  Hundreds 

of donated books at 

the Housing Works 

Bookstore Cafe. 
03  04  Stock up on ma-

terials at NY Central 
Art Supply.

surrounded by thrift stores, craft shops, and 
vintage retailers. Our pick of the best includes 
Amarcord on Layfayette for designer, high-
end pieces ranging from the early Victorian 
era to the 1990s; Monk Vintage on MacDou-
gal St; and St. Luke’s on Hudson, where a 
regular promotion allows you to “fill a bag” 
for a set price. 

If time allows, book yourself into one of 
the many classes at the Make Workshop on 
Chrystie St, founded and run by author 
and self-confessed craft addict Diana Rupp. 
You’ll find a range of fab classes here from 
introduction to sewing and needlework, to 
hand-stamped jewelry and summer sandals. 
Your biggest problem here will be narrowing 
it down to one class!

Your final port of call downtown has to 
be the famed Purl Soho on Broome St. A 
feast for the eyes (and your craft supply 

box), Purl Soho specializes in natural fiber 
yarns, needles, books, and accessories. Treat 
yourself to a stash of Super Soft Merino or a 
quarter bundle of Liberty Lawn Prints before 
heading home to revel in the abundance of 
craft goodness you’ll have no doubt acquired 
on your tour of handmade in Manhattan.  


